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Leadership is not a title; itis a trust. Itis
not about position, but about
responsibility. True spiritual leadership is
a sacred calling where one's life becomes
the message before the words are ever
spoken.

Jesus Christ is our greatest example of
leadership. He led by serving, taught by
example, and motivated by love. When He
said, “Follow Me,” He was inviting people
into a relationship of transformation to
learn, to grow, and to become like Him.
Every leader today, whether in the church,
mission, or any sphere of influence, has
the same task: to reflect Christ in the way
they lead.

The truth is, followers become what
they see in their leaders. The character,
tone, and direction of a ministry or
community often mirror the heart of its
leadership. As leaders, we are constantly
influencing others, sometimes
consciously, often unconsciously. The
followers look for five essentials in their
leaders: hope, trust, compassion,
stability, and inspiration. These five
qualities define how people perceive,
follow, and grow under a leader's care.

1. Hope
Present

Seeing Beyond the

Hope is the light that helps people walk
through dark valleys. A hopeful leader
sees what others cannot yet see and
encourages the people to keep moving
forward in faith. In the Bible, we find a
remarkable contrast among the twelve
spies sent to explore the Promised Land
(Numbers 13—14). Ten brought back fear,
but Caleb and Joshua spoke with hope:
“We should go up and take possession of
the land, for we can certainly do it.”
(Numbers 13:30)

While others saw giants, Caleb and
Joshua saw God's promises. Their hope
was not blind optimism but faith rooted in
God's word. Followers draw courage from
leaders who refuse to surrender to fear.
Hopeful leaders remind people that God
is bigger than the problem.

2. Trust — The Foundation of
Relation-ship

Trust is the invisible bridge between a
leader and the people. Without it, no

Christ like Leadership Shapes

Christlike Lives

mission can stand strong. Followers look
for leaders they can rely on those who
mean what they say and live what they
preach. The Bible offers a powerful
example in Moses. Though imperfect, he
was deeply trusted by the people because
they knew he walked with God. Scripture
says, “ The Lord would speak to Moses
face to face, as one speaks to a friend.”
(Exodus 33:11)

Even when Israel doubted, they
ultimately followed because they saw the
presence of God with Moses. It is not built
overnight but through consistent
faithfulness overtime.

3. Compassion The Heart of

Servant Leadership

Compassion is what makes leadership
human. It is the ability to feel with people,
to understand their pain, and to care
beyond duty. A compassionate leader
doesn't only lead from the head but also
from the heart. Jesus showed true
compassion, when He saw the tired and
helpless crowds, His heart was moved,
and He helped them by healing, feeding,
and teaching (Matthew 9:36).

Nehemiah showed true compassion
when he heard about Jerusalem's broken
walls — he wept, prayed, and was moved
to rebuild what was ruined. True
compassion moves us to restore and care
for people as souls made in God's image,
notjustas workers or numbers.

4. Stability: Standing Firm in Every
Storm

In a world of uncertainty, people need
leaders who are steady. Stability gives
followers confidence that their leader
won't collapse under pressure. Daniel is
one of the finest biblical examples of
stability. Taken as a captive into Babylon,
surrounded by idolatry and temptation,
Daniel remained consistent in his
devotion. Scripture says, “Daniel resolved
notto defile himself...” (Daniel 1:8)

Even when threatened with death,
Daniel's faith did not waver. His stability in
prayer and principle influenced kings and
nations.  Stability doesn't mean the
absence of struggle; it means strength of
conviction amid struggle. A stable leader

Pastor Manu K. Chacko
Chief Editor

holds firm when others lose balance.

5. Inspiration: Stirring the Hearts of
Others

The final essential followers seek is
inspiration, the spark that ignites faith and
action in others. Inspirational leaders not
only point the way but also awaken
purpose within their followers. The
Apostle Paul is a classic example. His life
of perseverance and passion inspired
countless believers. Though he faced
persecution, imprisonment, and hardship,
he wrote with unwavering joy: “Follow my
example, as I follow the example of Christ.”
(1 Corinthians 11:1). Paul's life motivated
others to endure and serve faithfully.
Inspired followers do not simply imitate;
they innovate carrying the leader's vision
forward.

Every true quality of leadership finds its
fullness in Jesus Christ. In Him, we see
hope that overcomes despair, trust that
never fails, compassion that moves the
heart, stability that endures every storm,
and inspiration that transforms lives. His
followers found in Him everything their
hearts longed forin aleader and they were
never the same again.

Therefore, as we lead in our various
callings whether in church, family, or
community let us look to Jesus as our
ultimate model. The more we follow His
pattern, the more effective and Christlike
our leadership will become.

May our lives echo the heart of Christ,
so that those who follow us may ultimately
be led closer to Him the Leader of leaders
and the Shepherd of our souls. °
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Nothingness:

“Master, we toiled all night and took
nothing? Luke 5:5a Nothingness, even
after toiling hard, can sometimes be a
miracle, a purpose of God. Just like
Peter and his partners toiled all night but
took nothing. Peter and his partners
were professional fishermen who had
likely spent most of their lives on the
water. For them to not catch a single
fish... is a bit unusual. Peter doesn't say
we caught very few, he says we caught
NOTHING. You may've put in sincere,
hard work at your workplace. But took
nothing - no recognition or reward. You
may've invested a lot of time and money
into something (with God's approval).
But took nothing — no returns. You
may've toiled very hard to mend, revive
or nurture a strained relationship. But
took nothing — no growth. Your current
season could well be a miracle, leading
you to a special encounter with God — an
encounter ordained for this very stage of
your life. Pray to God and ask Him - Lord,
will you talk to me about this nothingness
I'm going through? Is it a miracle in
disguise? Are you up to something,
Father? Will you please open my eyes,
my perspective?

Obedience:

"Master, we toiled all night and took
nothing! BUT at your word, | will let down
the nets." Luke 5:5 In times of

Nothingness to Obedience to Abundance

The Unpopular Journey

Luke 5:1-7

nothingness, watch out
for God's voice. Heed His
voice with readiness and
preparation of heart - to
do what He says, without
murmuring, without
hesitation. This will lead
to a greater miracle.
Peter explains his situa-
tion that he had toiled all
night, without any return.
But he doesn't stop there.
His very next statement
shows complete obedi-ence, regardless
of all odds. Consider the odds Peter
overcame in his journey of obedience.

Physical and mental exhaustion:
Peter had rowed out into the waters,
casting his net all night and likely moving
from place to place in search of a catch,
before finally rowing back to the shore in
the morning. He might also have been
discouraged, feeling that all the work
and effort last night had been a complete
waste. Some-times obedience to God
requires us to push beyond both body

Ajeesh Koshy

and mind.
Reason:

After a fruitless night on
the waters, the last thing a
tired fisherman can take is
fishing advice, especially
from someone who
appears clueless about
fishing. Besides, it seems
pointless to do again what
had already proven futile
just hours earlier.
Sometimes God calls us to
blind obedience. Even when it makes no
sense... to us. Even when it might sound
like a foolish idea... to us. In time, we
discover that it was the very best thing
for us.

Repetition:

When Jesus got into the boat, Peter was
washing his net — which is the end of a
day's fishing. So right after Peter had
finished doing an activity (though without
success), Jesus tells him - Let's do it
again, son. And Peter agrees to redo —
row again into the deep, cast the nets

again, row back again everything he
had done last night. The difference
being, this time around — it was Jesus'
idea and He is in the boat. Sometimes
obedience to God might mean redoing
some things, at His word. His word
carries His presence, making ordinary
efforts yield extraordinary results. Will
you say - “Lord, | have a hundred
reasons, justifications, and excuses not
to do this... But, AT YOUR WORD... |
WILL.”.

Abundance:

And they came and filled both the boats,
so that they began to sink. Luke 5:7b
Obedience transforms nothingness into
abundance. From empty nets and
fruitless labour, Peter and his partners
reached a place of overflowing provision
- somuch so that both boats were filled to
the point of sinking. Remember that
material abundance is never the end
goal. It’s only the next leg of the journey.
God’s mighty works in us are meant to
draw us closer to Him, not to the world,
for He desires more submission and
greater nearness fromusin return.

Are you ready to obey today?

God is faithful enough to take you from
Nothingness to Abundance through your
Obedience today. Trust in Him. Take
thatleap. He will notlet you regret. By the
way, He is waiting for you. ®
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For I am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ: for it is the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth; to
the Jew first, and also to the Greek
(Romans1:16)
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